
13 November 

 

Blessed MARIA CAROLA CECCHIN, Religious 

 

Optional Memoria 

 
Born in Cittadella (Padua) on April 3rd 1877. At a very young age she felt the desire to offer herself to 

God and she entered in the Little House of Divine Providence (Cottolengo) in Turin, where she began her 

religious formation. In 1899 she made her religious profession among the Cottolengo Sisters and in 1905 

she left for Africa, where she has been collaborating in the evangelization of Kenya with the first 

Consolata Missionary Fathers  for twenty years. Heroically bore witness to evangelical love. The local 

people called her «mwari mwega» (good mother). She died on 13th November 1925 on the steamer that 

was taking her back to Italy and was buried in the Red Sea. 

 

From the common of women saints: for a saint of charity with psalmody of the day from the 

Psalter. 

 

 

Office of the Readings 
 

SECOND READING 

 

From Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation « Ecclesia in Africa » of saint John Paul II, pope 

 

(n. 35-37. 55) 

 

The Church proclaims through the testimony of life. 

 

   The splendid growth and achievements of the Church in Africa are due largely to the heroic 

and selfless dedication of generations of missionaries. This fact is acknowledged by everyone. 

The hallowed soil of Africa is truly sown with the tombs of courageous heralds of the Gospel. 

   At Kampala Pope Paul VI spoke about this debt of gratitude: « By now, you Africans are 

missionaries to yourselves. The Church of Christ is well and truly planted in this blessed soil. 

One duty, however, remains to be fulfilled: we must remember those who, before you, and even 

today with you, have preached the Gospel in Africa; for Sacred Scripture admonishes us to 

“Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God; consider the outcome of 

their life; and imitate their faith” (Heb 13:7). That is a history which we must not forget; it 

confers on the local Church the mark of its authenticity and nobility, its mark as 'apostolic'. That 

history is a drama of charity, heroism and sacrifice which makes the African Church great and 

holy from its very origins ».  

   The Special Assembly worthily fulfilled this debt of gratitude at its first General Congregation 

when it declared: « It is appropriate at this point to pay profound homage to the missionaries, 

men and women of all the Religious and Secular Institutes, as well as to all the countries which, 

during the almost two thousand years of the evangelization of the African Continent, devoted 

themselves, without counting the cost, to the task of transmitting the torch of the Christian faith 

That is why we, the happy inheritors of this marvelous adventure, joyfully pay our debt of thanks 

to God on this solemn occasion ». 



   It is thanks to the great missionary epic which took place on the African Continent, especially 

during the last two centuries, that we were able to meet in Rome in order to celebrate the Special 

Assembly for Africa. The seed sown at that time has borne much fruit. My Brothers in the 

Episcopate, who are sons of the peoples of Africa, are eloquent witnesses to this. Together with 

their priests, they now carry on their shoulders the major part of the work of evangelization. 

Signs of this fruitfulness are also the many sons and daughters of Africa who enter the older 

missionary Congregations or the new Institutes founded on African soil, taking into their own 

hands the torch of total consecration to the service of God and the Gospel. 

  « Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to the whole creation  » (Mk 16:15). Such is the 

mandate that the Risen Christ, before returning to his Father, gave to his Apostles: « And they 

went forth and preached everywhere » (Mk 16:20). 

   « The task of evangelizing all people constitutes the essential mission of the Church 

Evangelizing is in fact the grace and vocation proper to the Church, her deepest identity. She 

exists in order to evangelize ». Born of the evangelizing mission of Jesus and the Twelve, she is 

in turn sent forth, « depositary of the Good News to be proclaimed. Having been sent and 

evangelized, « the Church herself sends out evangelizers.    She puts on their lips the saving 

Word ». Like the Apostle to the Gentiles, the Church can say: « I preach the Gospel. For 

necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel! » (1 Cor 9:16). 

   The Church proclaims the Good News of Christ not only by the proclamation of the Word 

which she has received from the Lord, but also by the witness of life, thanks to which Christ’s 

disciples bear witness to the faith, hope and love which dwell in them (cf. 1 Pet 2:15). 

    This testimony which the Christian bears to Christ and the Gospel can lead even to the 

supreme sacrifice: martyrdom (cf. Mk 8:35).  For the Church and the Christian proclaim the One 

who is   « a sign of contradiction » (cf. Lk 2:34). They preach  « Christ crucified, a stumbling 

block to Jews and folly to Gentiles » (1 Cor 1:23). As I said earlier, besides honouring the 

illustrious Martyrs of the first centuries, Africa can glory in its Martyrs and Saints of the modern 

age. 

 

 

SHORT RESPONSORY        Phil. 1:21 23 Jn. 12, 24 

 

R/.  For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain; * I have desire to depart from this life, in order 

to be with Christ 

V/.  If a Grain of Wheat falls on the ground and Dies, it yields Much Fruit 

R/.  I have desire to depart from this life, in order to be with Christ 
 

PRAYER 

 

O God of infinite goodness  

who kindled in the heart of blessed Maria Carola [Cecchin] 

the burning desire to proclaim the Gospel to the poor  

and to give your life to serve them with motherly tenderness,  

grant also to us, through her intercession  

to witness the charity of Christ and the coming of his kingdom 

in humble and tireless service to the needy.  

For our Lord.  


